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Reading Comprehension

Directions: Read the following six passages and answer the questions by choosing the best
choice (1), (2), (3}, or (4). Then mark the correct choice on your answer shect.

PASSAGE 1:

Virtually every child. the world over. plays. ‘Lhe drive to play is so intense that
children will do se in any circumstances. for instance when they have no real toys. or
when parents do not actively ¢ncourage the behavior, In the eyes of a young child,
running, pretending, and building are [un. Rescarchers and educaiors know that these
play [ul activilics benelil the development of the whole child across social, cognilive.
physical. and emotional domains. Indeed, play is such an instrumental component to
healthy child development that the United Nations High Commission on Human
Rights (1989) recognized play as a fundamental right of every child.

Yet. while experts continue to expound a powertul argument for the importance of
play in children’s lives, the actual time children spend playving continucs 1o decrcase.
Today. children play cight hours less cach week than their countcrparls did (wo
decades ago (Elkind 2008}, Under pressure of rising academic standards, play is being
replaced by test preparation in kindergartens and grade schools, and parents who aim
to give their preschoolers a leg up are led to believe that flashcards and educational
'toys' are the path to success. Our society has created a false dichotomy between play
and learning,

Through play, children learn te regulate their behavior, lay the foundations for later
learning in science and mathematics, figure out the complex negotiations of social
relationships, build a repertoire of creative problem-solving skills, and so much more.
‘There is also an important role for adulty in guiding children through playtul leaming
opporiunitics.

1-  Which of the tollowing statements is supported by the information in the passage?
1) Children do not play unless they have real toys.
2) Children do not play unless their parents encourage them to.
3) Children do play ful activitics in any circumstances.
4) Children preler running and pretending to building,
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Why did the United Nations High Commission on Human Rights (1989) recognize play

as a functional right of every child?

[) 1t has an important role in healthy child devclopment,

2) It produccs pleasure and joy in children.

3) Child development across social, cognitive, physical and cmotional domains was
rescarched lor the lirst time.

4) Researchers and educators pressured the United Nations High Commission on
Human Rights.

According to paragraph 2, play is not given as much importance as necessary in

kindergartens and grade schools today because of --—--—--—-,

Ly ils adverse clivets 2) higher academic expectlations
3) the emergence of flashcards 4) uncommen test preparation practices
It is stated in the passage that if is a mistake to -——-—---- .

1) try to regulate children’s behavior through play

2) allow adults Lo inicricre in children™s play

3) combine play and learning in ¢ducational conlex(s
4) treat play and learning as separale lypes ol aclivilies
What docs paragraph 3 mainly discuss?

[} The outcomes of play for children

2) Adutts and learning opportunities

3) The cllorts of children to learn

4) Children’s inlrinsic molivation lor play

PASSAGE 2.

Fathers don't usc baby talk as ofien or in the same ways as mothers — and that's
perleetly OK, according 1o a now study, Mark VanDam ol Washingion Sialc Universily
at Spokane and colleagues equipped parents with recording devices and speech-
recoguition software to study the way they interacted with their youngsters during a
normal day. 'We found that moms do exactly what vou'd expect and what's been
deseribed many times over,! Vanlam cxplaing, 'But we found that dads aren't doing the
same thing. Dads didn't raisce their pitch or fundamental [requency when they talked to
kids." Their role may be rooted in what is caled the bridge hypothesis, which dales back
e 1975, It suggests that lathers use less amilial language 1o provide their children with
a bridge to the kind of speech they'll hear in public. "The idea is that a kid gets to
prm,’ru.,e a c:ertam kind of c;peech W 1th mon and another kmd of speech with dad. so the
: L aclce,’ says Vanlam,

Scientists J_rom the University of Washinglon and Lha, University ol Connecticul
coblected thousands of 30-sccond conversations belween parents and their babics,
fitting 26 children with audio-recording vests that captured language and sound during,
a typical eight-hour day. The study found that the more baby talk parents used, the
more their youngsters began to babble. And when researchers saw the same babies at
age lwo, they found that [requent baby talk had dramatically boosted vocabulary,
regardless ol sociocconomic status. 'Thosc children who lisicned o a lot ol baby 1alk
were talking more than the babies that listened to more adubt talk or standard speech,'
says Nairan Ramirez-Esparza of the University of Connecticut. "We also found that it
really matters whether wvou wuse baby talk in a one-on-one context,
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she adds. "The more parents use baby talk one-on-one, the more babies babble, and the
more they babble. the more words they produce later in life.

What does the passage primarily discuss?

1y Recording devices and specch recognition sollware

2) The connection between baby talk and language development
3) The lundamental concepls ol baby talk thal anyvone must learn
4) Babies® preference for the sounds that other babies make

In the experiment conducted by VanDam and colleagues, the way fathers interacted
with their bubies during a normal day ------—--—-.

1y did not match the expectations of the rescarchers

2) induced more reactions in the listening inlants

3) was exactly the same as the way moms talked to their babies

4) was not studied by the researchers as rigorously as expected

According to an idea known as the bridge hypothesis, fathers use a more adult type of

speech to -—--—-—--,

1) give the brains ol their inlants a boost

2) enable infants to recognize the speech created by moms

3) help infants classify the different kinds of speech they’ll hear in public

4y prepare infants for the language they will hear outside the family home

Which of the following best describes the function of the underlined part in paragraph 1?

by 1 discusses the deliciencics ol baby lalk.

2) It refers to an approach which parents take to standard speech.

3) It emphasizes the importance of parents giving babies individual attention when
talking to them.

4) It points out the advantage for the baby of having two parenty cach speaking in a
different way.

According to Ramirez-Esparza, using baby talk in a one-on-one context ----—-----,

1) is Hkely to result in less trequent babbling

2y nltimately leads to the acquisition of more vocabulary

3) benefits infants who have speech problems

4) takes place more ofien in familics with a high socio-cconomic staius

PASSAGE 3:

By asking people about their experiences of boredom, Thomas Goetz and his team at
the University of Konslany in Germany have recently identificd five distinet types:
indillerent, calibrating, scarching, reactant and apathetic, These can be plotied on two
axes — one running left to right, which measures low to high arousal, and the other
from top to bottom. which measures how positive or negative the feeling is.
[ntriguingly. Goetz has found that while people experience all kinds of boredom. they
tend to specialize in one. Of the five types. the most damaging is “reactant’ boredom
with ity explosive combination ol high arousal and negative emotion. The most uselul
is what Goelz calls “indillerent’ boredom: someone isn'l engaged in anylhing salislving
but still feels relaxed and calm. However, it remains to be seen whether there are any
character traits that predict the kind of boredom each of us might be prone to.
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Psychologist Saindi Mann at the University of Central Lancashire, UK. goes further.
"All emotions are there for a reason, including boredom,’ she says. Mann has found
that being bored makes us more creative, “We're all afraid of being bored but in actual
lact 1l can lead to all kinds of amavzing things,” she says. In experiments published last
vear, Mann lound thal people whe had been made to [eel bored by copyving numbcrs
oul of the phone book [or 15 minules came up with more crealive ideas about how 1o
use a polystyrene cup than a control group. Mann concluded that a passive, boring
activity Is best for creativity because it allows the mind to wander. In fact, she goes so
far as to suggest that we should seek out more boredom in our lives.

What is the main topic of the passage?

1) How (o prevent boredom

2) Research findings on boredom

3) Age groups most affected by boredom

4y Problems with a scientific approach to boredom

It is stated in paragraph 1 that Goetz and his team -—----—— .

1) lound a new cure for boredom

2) created a system ol chassilication Lor [Celings ol boredom

3) identified only the most damaging and the most useful types of boredom
4) found which character traits misht be prone to which types of boredom
The word “which” in paragraph 1 refers to -—---—-—-- .

) low to high arousal

2) the axis which runs [rom lelil o right

3) how positive or negative the Leeling is

4) the axis which runs from top to bottom

It is implied in paragraph 2 that Mann --------—-.

1y is willing 10 do collaborative rescarch with Goelr

2) belicves not all ecmotions are justiliable

3) disagrees with the prevailing atlitude lowards boredom

4y is afraid of a potential danger arising lrom boredom

According o paragraph 2, the participants in Mann’s cxperiments --—---—--——,
[) sought out more boredom in their lives

2) were made 1o use polystvrene cups to feel bored

3) were made 1o do a certain activily Lo [eel bored

4) were conscious of the link between boredom and creativity

PASSAGE 4:

Oxyvlocin's role in human behaviour [rst emerged in 2005, In a groundbreaking
experiment, Markus Heinrichs and his colleagues at the University of Freiburg,
Germany. asked volunteers to do an activity in which they could invest money with an
anonymous person who was not guaranteed to be honest, The team found that
participants who had sniffed oxytocin via a nasal spray beforehand invested more
moncy than those who reccived a placebo instead. The study was the start ol rescarch
into the eflects of oxylocin on human interactions. “For cighl years, il was quile a
lonesome field,! Heinrichs recalls. Now everyone is interested. These follow-up
studies have shown that after a snift of the hormone, people become more charitable,
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better at reading emotions on others’ faces and at communicating constructively in
arguments. 'l ogether, the results fuelled the view that oxytocin universally enhanced
the positive aspects of our social nature.

Then, aller a few vears, contrasting (indings began lo emerge. A researcher
[ound that when volunicers plaved a competitive game, those who inhaled the
hormone showed more pleasure when they beat other playvers. and [ell more envy
when others won. What’s more, administering oxytocin also has sharply contrasting
outcomes depending on a person’s disposition. Jennifer Bartz from Mount Sinai
School of Medicine. New York. found that it improves people's abilitv to read
motion nly if they are not verv socially D begin with. [ler research also
shows that oxvtocin in fact reduces cooperation in subjects who are particularly
anxious or sensilive 1o rejeetion.

The passage is primarily concerned with discussing —--—-----,

1) the varying effects of a hormone on people

2) the first studics on human behavior

3) the contrast between methods used Lo rescarch oxylocin

4y how a specilic chenical is released in human body

Which of the following is mentioned in paragraph 1 about the study conducted by
Markus Heinrichs and his collcagues?

1) A group of participants inhaled no amount of oxytocin,

2) The participants were given dillerent amounts ol oxylocin,

3) To inhale oxylocin, the participants used more than one tyvpe of deviee.

4) The participants were not charitable at all before the experiment.

In paragraph 1, the phrase “for cight yvears” is mentioned as a period of time during
which oxvtocin’s effects on human interactions --------——-,

1) were [ound 1o be mysicrious

2) anracied little seientilic aticntion

3) were one of the many lonesome fields

4) were researeched enthusiastically

The study described in the first lines of paragraph 2 showed that oxytocin —----—---,

1) can incrcase people’s leelings of jealousy in case of failure

2) ¢an best be studiced in g compelilive game

3) reinlorees the bond between comnpetitors

4y doubles people’s leelings ol joy alier a viclory

Which of the following best describes the function of the underlined sentence in
paragraph 2?

1y Tt justilics the methodology ol an experiment.,

2) Tt corrects a misconception described in the previous sentence.

3) Tt introduces a hypothesis that was previously criticized.

4) 1t supports a point made n the previons sentence.

PASSAGE 5:

Bentham was also a pioneer of the 'science of happiness'. If happiness is to be regarded
as a science, it has to be measured, and Bentham suggested two wayvs in which this
might be done. Viewing happiness as a complex of pleasurable sensations. he
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suggested that it might be quantified by measuring the human pulse rate. Alternatively,
money could be used as the standard for quantification: if two different goods have the
same price. it can be claimed that they produce the same quantity of pleasure in the
consumer. Bentham was more attracied by the latler measure, By associaling money o
closcly Lo inner expericnce, Davics writes, Bentham 'set the stage [or the entangling of
psychological rescarch and capitalism that would shape the business practices ol the
twentieth century’.

1he Happiness industry describes how the project of a science of happiness has
become integral to capitalism. We learn much that 1s interesting about how economic
problems are being redefined and treated as psychological maladies. In addition,
Davics shows how the belict that mner states of pleasure and displcasure can be
objcctively measured has Infonned managenent studics and advertising. The tendency
of thinkers such as J B Watson, the founder of behaviorism, was that human beings
could be shaped. or manipulated. by policymakers and managers. Watson had no
factual basis for his view of human action. When he became president of the American
Psychological Association in 1915, he 'had never even studied a single human being':
his research had been conlined lo experiments on white rats. Yel Watson's reductive
model 1s now widely applicd, with 'behaviour change' becoming the goul ol
govermnents: in Brilain, a '‘Behaviour Insights Team' has been established by (he
government to study how people can be encouraged. at minimum cost to the public
purse, to live in what are considered to be socially desirable ways.

The word “this” in paragraph 1 refers to --—-—--—-,

1y proncering the scicnce of happiness

2) being regarded as a science

3) measuring happiness

4y suggesting two wavs

According to Davies, Bentham’s suggestion for linking money to happiness --------—-,
by was acclaimed by only a [ew psychologists

2) helped clarity ambiguous concepts in capitalism

3) led to the integration of psychology into economics

4) had no effect on the business practices of the later centuries

The word “informed” in paragraph 2 is closest in meaning to -—----—— .
1) pursucd 2) completed 3) inlluenced 4) impoverished
Watson’s ideas on behaviorism -----—----,

[) are implemented by many governments today

2) could shape and manipulale policy makers and managers

3) were supported by research on humans he carried out before 1915

4y arc manilested in the works of many conlemporary psychologists

Which of the fellowing is TRUE about the “Behavior Insights Team™ in Britain?
1) 1t is granted limited funding.

2y 1t is managed by volunteers specializing in the concept of happiness.

3) The British think of it as a threat to their freedom.

4) It plans 1o Find positive role models in terms ol social behavior,
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PASSAGE 6;

[.ooked at in onc way, cvervone knows what miclligence is; looked at in another way,
no one docs. In other words, people all have unconscious notions — known as
implicil theories' — ol inteligence, but no one knows [or certain what it actually is.
This chapter addresses how people conceplualize intelligence, whatever it may
actually be.

But why should we even care what people think intelligence is. as oppesed only to
valuing whatever it actually is? There are at least four reasons people's conceptions of
intelligence matier,

First, mmplicit theorics of intclligence drive the way in which people perceive and
evaluate their own intelligence and that of others. To better understand the judgments
people make about their own and others' abilities. it is useful to learn about people's
implicit theories. For example. parents' implicit theories of their children's language
development will determine at what ages they will be willing to make wvarious
corrections in their children's speech. More generally, parents' implicit theories of
intelligence will delermine at what ages they believe their children are ready o
perlorm various cognitive lasks, Job interviewers will make hiring decisions on the
basis of their implicit theories of intelligence. People will decide who to be friends
Tm‘rh on the h'ﬁlc, of such ‘rheoueq [n_sum I\nfmledﬂe about _implicit theories of

Which of the following does the author refer to in paragraph 17

[) The roots of an old concept

2y A conflict that can never he settled

3) A lack of clarity over the definition ol a congepl

4) Uncoenscious notions that people support

The word “perceive” in paragraph 3 is closest in meaning to -=--—-----,

[) assess 2) expand 3) modity 4) notice

Why docs the anthor mention “parents and job interviewers™ in paragraph 37

[) 'To explain how they can improve their social interactions

2) To compare and contrast them with regards (o decision making

3) To ¢mphasize that their decisions are independent ol their implicit theorics of
intelligence

4y To show how their assumptions about intelligence influence their behavior towards others

Which of the following best describes the function of the last sentence in paragraph 37

by It relutes a clamm made carlicr in the paragraph.

2) Il suggests reasons f[or a problem discussed earlier in the paragraph.

3 It draws a conclusion from the information given earlier in the paragraph.

4) 1t traces the development of a theory proposed earlier in the paragraph.

What does the paragraph following the passage most probably discuss?

1) Another reason why people decide (o be Iriends with certain individuals

2) Another reason why the way people coneeplualize intclligence 1s Important

3) Another reason why people ignore the concept of intelligence

4) Another reason why research on implicit theories of intelligence is scant
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